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Considerations for Family Business Succession 
By Andrea L. Claus, Esq. 
 

Small business was at onetime the backbone of America.  Many entrepreneurs spend a lifetime 

putting blood, sweat, and tears into building their own business.  Too often, this dedication to 

the business falls short in one aspect: succession planning.  All business owners need to 

consider what will happen to the business in the event of retirement, death, or disability.  

Making an advance plan can help preserve the business or preserve a legacy.  There are several 

factors to keep in mind when planning for the succession of a small business.  Below, several 

key factors regarding family business succession are discussed:  

Identify a successor(s). Many small business owners plan to transfer their business to a child or children, or even 

grandchildren.  In the case of multiple children, it is important to consider which of them has an interest, and the 

skill set, to step into the role of maintaining and/or growing the business successfully. When considering a 

successor within the line of descendants, skill and business acumen, rather than birth order, should be 

considered.  

Encourage participation and familiarity with the business before transferring ownership and management duties. 

For the continued success of the business, your successor(s) should be familiar with the role they will fill and be 

trained to run the business before your departure. Training should be addressed before the official transfer of 

management and ownership. Many business owners transfer management control of the business to their 

successor(s), while staying involved as an advisor, then move to transfer of ownership. 

Decide whether to transfer the business by a gift or a sale.   
* To read the rest of this article go to: www.bivenslaw.com/blog/ 
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The Private Information Guide provides one place for 

you to record and organize all your personal, legal, 

financial, and medical information. This gift of 

organization and information will help those you care 

about take better care of you and your estate, as part 

of your comprehensive estate plan. Additionally, if you are handling a family 

member's medical and financial matters, such as an elderly parent, you can also 

use this as a tool to help organize their vital information. With 20 years' 

experience as an estate planning, elder law and special needs planning 

attorney, this Private Information Guide was designed to help you leave 

direction, information, and a better legacy for your family.  
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Case Study:  Post-Eligibility ALTCS Debacle 
By L. Shawn Whiting, Esq.  
 

Arizona Long Term Care System (ALTCS), the name used for Medicaid supported long-term 
care in Arizona, provides comprehensive long-term care services to those people who meet 
certain medical and financial criteria.  Once approved for ALTCS, a person can receive long-
term care services in care communities (including care homes, assisted living communities, 
and skilled nursing facilities) that accept ALTCS as payment, and the recipient’s care costs will 
not exceed their income, if they reside in an ALTCS approved community.  This is so 
important when we see that the average monthly cost of care in Maricopa County is currently 
over $7,200.00 per month.  
 

But what happens after an ALTCS application is approved?  Hopefully, everyone involved in your loved one’s care is 
on the same page, making sure there is continuity of medical care and that all needs are being met.  The post-
eligibility process can be difficult to navigate, as the following story of a Bivens & Associates client demonstrates.  
 

Jay and Kara initially retained us to assist with long-term care planning because Jay was experiencing symptoms 
commonly associated with dementia.  The couple had substantial assets, including retirement accounts and a Trust, 
which normally would result in ineligibility for long-term care through Medicaid.   Two months after the application 
was submitted, we were notified that Jay qualified for ALTCS and would start receiving in-home care.   
 

After only four months of residing at home and receiving in-home care services, Jay started experiencing more severe 
symptoms and required full-time care in an assisted living care home.  Kara felt lucky to find placement quickly and 
with a care home whose owner lived across the street and provided personal care and concern.   
 

 

*To read the rest of the article go to: www.bivenslaw.com/blog/ 

How to Begin Estate Planning 
By Stephanie Bivens, Esq. C.E.L.A. 

It’s easy to see why most people put off estate planning. After all, life holds so much wonder, 
excitement, and adventure that who wants to waste time thinking about their death? Death is 
scary to many for understandable reasons, and it can be depressing just to think about your 
loved ones that you will one day leave behind. 
 

Bivens & Associates is a law firm in Scottsdale that specializes in elder law, estate planning, 
and special needs law. Our caring and compassionate estate planning attorneys are here eve-
ry step of the way to help you through the sometimes complicated world of estate planning. 

Planning your estate is a must in today’s world where if you don’t, the courts could step in, leaving your heirs with 
much less than intended. In this blog post, we’ll go over how to even begin the estate planning process. Contact our 
estate planning attorneys today! 
 

What is An Estate? 
Many people get hung up on the word “estate,” which contributes to people putting off estate planning. For some, 
estates are sprawling acres of land with a huge mansion in the center that has white columns out front, balconies, 
and is owned by the wealthy. 
 

Nothing could be further from the truth. If you own anything, from a car to your house and cat, you have an estate. 
Your estate is everything you own, no matter how large or small. Estate planning is where you plan for the transfer 
of everything you own (your estate) upon your death. It’s the legal process, the recording in writing of your wishes 
when you pass. With estate planning attorneys, such as Bivens & Associates in Scottsdale, we have three overarch-
ing goals, in addition to others that you may have: 
 

      *To read the rest of this article go to: www.bivenslaw.com/blog/ 

https://www.bivenslaw.com/
https://www.bivenslaw.com/our-attorneys/
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March / April 2019 

 

Join us and others as we WALK to support our 

family, friends, clients &  these  causes.  

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 @ 8:00 am 

Tempe Beach Park 

 80 W. Rio Salado, Tempe 85281 

 

SATURDAY, NOV. 2 @ 9:00 am 

Wesley Bolin Plaza 

1700 W. Washington St., Phoenix 85007 

Buddy Walk  

SATURDAY, NOV. 23 

ASU Homecoming Parade 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS  

Our attorneys routinely provide free educational seminars and workshops for professionals and the community. We can 

present at your location, or in our educational and seminar space at our office. Below is a list of a few topics to choose 

from. For a complete list, contact our office at 480-922-1010 or email info@bivenslaw.com. 

PRESENTATIONS:  

 Estate Planning 101  

 Estate Planning Myths  

 Top 10 Mistakes in Estate Planning  

 Charitable Giving Strategies  

 Estate Planning for Business Owners – Planning for Your LLC, Corporation, or Business Succession  

 When You Die- Probate and Trust Administration  

 How to Avoid Probate  

 Strategies for Protecting Your Assets Against the Cost of Long Term Care  

 ALTCS Explained – Benefits, Eligibility, and “Spend-Down”  

Interested in a topic not listed here? We can also customize a presentation based upon your need for information related to 

long term care planning, ALTCS, VA Aid & Attendance Pension benefits, guardianship/conservatorship, medical 

decision making, estate planning, probate and trust administration.  

Put our experience, knowledge and compassion to work for you! If you would like one of our attorneys to speak at 

your event, please call 480-922-1010 or email us at info@bivenslaw.com. WE DO NOT CHARGE A FEE; ALL 

EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS ARE COMPLIMENTARY. We are simply happy to be a resource to the 

community. We are here for you. 



 
 

Bivens & Associates, P.L.L.C.   

480-922-1010 | info@bivenslaw.com  

5020 E. Shea Blvd., Suite 100, Scottsdale, AZ. 85254  

www.bivenslaw.com 
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         Monday, October 7 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. - Open to the Public 

         Topic:: “Estate Planning 101” at Civic Center Scottsdale Library  

         Co-Speakers: Megan Selvey, Esq. and  JW Robinson with Edward Jones 

                 Wednesday, October 23 from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm - Open to the Public 

                  Speaker: Andrea Claus, Esq 

                  Topic: “5 Step Checklist for a Successful Estate Plan” for a Lunch and Learn 

      Bivens & Associates Learning Center, Scottsdale 

         3 Workshops for Residential Care Homes from 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

               Tuesday, Oct. 22  @ Morning Star at Golden Ridge 

          Thursday, Oct. 24 @ Bivens & Associates, Learning Center 

               Tuesday, Oct. 29 @ Mesa Active Adult Center 

             Speakers: Stephanie Bivens, Esq & Angella Alverson 

         3 Workshops for Assisted Living Communities from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

               Tuesday, Oct. 22  @ Morning Star at Golden Ridge 

          Thursday, Oct. 24 @ Bivens & Associates, Learning Center 

               Tuesday, Oct. 29 @ Mesa Active Adult Center 

                  Speakers: Stephanie Bivens, Esq & Angella Alverson 

     Thursday, October 10 at 10:30 am - Private Session 

     Topic: “What is Elder Law” and Speaker: Megan Selvey, Esq.      

    Monday, October 21 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm - Open to the Public 

    Topic: “Special Needs 101” and Speaker: Megan Selvey, Esq. 

    Redemption Church in Tempe, AZ  

                  Tuesday, October 22 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm - Open to the Public 

                 Topic: “Special Needs 101” and Speaker: Megan Selvey, Esq. 

                 Luna Azul Residential Community 

 Tuesday, Sept. 24 and Oct. 29 from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  

Bivens & Associates Learning Center, Suite 250, Scottsdale 

For professionals only - no registration required.  
NEW FORMAT - NEW TIME 

Saturday, November 2 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. - Open to the Public 

The Legacy Workshop Series - Planning Ahead: A Gift of Peace 

Part III - Preparing Your Estate Plan with Franciscan Renewal Center 

Speaker: Stephanie Bivens, Esq. 

mailto:stephanie@bivenslaw.com
http://www.bivenslaw.com

